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his titles: "As a humble Muslim, I have decided to relieve
myself of all honours conferred upon me by the Government and I
return herewith the gold medal of Kaiser-i-Hind together with the
two silver medals of the Coronation Durbar of England and India,
and, henceforward, I give up the tide of Haziq-ul-MulL" It was
the prelude to a general withdrawal of co-operation with the
British Government.
It was in the midst of an atmosphere charged with unrest that the
Congress report on the Punjab atrocities was published on March 25,
The report was written by Gandhi who worked on it day and night
for a fortnight, confined to the Sabannati Ashram.
The time was ripe for united action. In memory of the Amritsar
happenings, the week, from April 6 to April 13, was observed as a
National Week. Gandhi commented: "We must be prepared to
contemplate with equanimity not a thousand murders of innocent
men and women but many thousands, before we attain a status in
the world that shall not be surpassed by any nation. We hope,
therefore, that all concerned will take rather than lose heart, and
treat hanging as an ordinary affair of life,55
Tilak now at the height of his popularity did not entirely share
Gandhi's views. The politics advocated by the two leaders was put
forth in their manifestoes, published in the third week of April.
Gandhi had just then accepted the presidentship of the All-India
Home Rule League from which Mrs. Besant seceded, and he pub-
lished a statement in doing so. Tilak had published a manifesto
enunciating his policy in relation to the new reforms.
Gandhi stated: "It is a distinct departure from the even tenor of
my life for me to belong to an organization that is purely and frankly
political. But, after careful deliberation with friends, I have joined
the All-India Home Rule League and accepted the office of its
president. Some friends whom I consulted told me that I should not
join any political organization and that, if I did, I would lose the
position of splendid isolation I enjoy at present. I confess that this
caution had considerable weight with me. At the same time, I felt
that if I was accepted by the league, as I was, I should be wrong in
not identifying myself with an organization that I could utilize for
the advancement of a cause in which I had specialized, and the
methods which, experience has shown me, are attended with quicker
and better results than those that are usually adopted. Before joining